Karen Ann Gudde-Barraza
May 26, 1966 - November 7, 2021

Karen Ann Gudde-Barraza of Eureka, died on Sunday, November 7, 2021, at her son’s
home in Eureka, surrounded by friends and family, at the age of 55.
She was born on May 26, 1966, in Pittsburg, Kansas, the daughter of Larry Ray and
Rayma Marie (Humble) Vanderpool. The family moved often in her early years as her
father was a meat inspector for the USDA. She spent most of her childhood in Napoleon,
Missouri. After graduating valedictorian, from Frontenac High School, Karen attended
Pittsburg State University where she majored in Spanish and minored in French. Karen
began her teaching career in Cunningham, Kansas for 3 years. She spent 29 years
teaching at Eureka Junior/Senior High School. In addition, she taught online for 20 years.
On September 15, 1987, Karen was united in marriage to Lawrence Ray Gudde in
Frontenac. To this union, two children were born. This marriage later ended in divorce.
Karen was a devoted, hard-working single mother. Karen led the Foreign Language Club
at Eureka Junior/Senior High School for 29 years. She was extremely active in the
Jefferson Street Baptist Church, leading Bible studies and participating in Women on
Mission. She also taught ESL (English as Second Language) and Girls in Action through
the church for many years. Karen was a member of the National Education Association
and the Kansas NEA.
On April 8, 2011, Karen was united in marriage to Luis “Javier” Barraza-Cordóva in Miami,
Oklahoma. During her time in Eureka, she was honored as Master Teacher of the Year. In
2020, she was selected as the Grand Marshall for Homecoming. Karen served as a
translator for the Greenwood County Sheriff’s Department for many years. She hosted
numerous foreign exchange students over the years. Karen also devoted her life to
traveling, leading trips throughout Mexico, Europe, and the U.S., including Washington,
D.C. and New York. Hers was a life devoted to the service of others.
She will be remembered as a loving wife and mother and adoring grandmother. For many
others, "Señora" will be remembered for her joy for learning, and her relentless

enthusiasm for life.
She is survived by her husband, Javi of the home; children, Josh Gudde and fiancé
Megan Martin of Eureka; and Micaela and husband, Joshua Jacquemin of El Dorado; and
two grandchildren: Joshua Henry and Kara Jane Marie Jacquemin. She was preceded in
death by her parents; and sister, Kathy Lynn Vanderpool.
Memorial services will be held at 2:00 P.M., Saturday, November 20, 2021, at Eureka
Memorial Hall with Pastor Kim Wilcox of the North Baptist Church of Ottawa officiating.
Cremation has been effected.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorials be made to the Karen’s
Grandchildren Educational Fund. Contributions may be sent in care of Koup Family
Funeral Home, P.O. Box 595, Eureka, KS, 67045, which is overseeing arrangements.
Condolences may be left for the family online at koupfunerals.com.
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Karen and I were the only two teachers who were able to travel to Florida to
support Forest Trail Academy's accreditation visit in May 2019. We had a fun
week together! It was so nice meeting a virtual colleague in person. Karen was so
passionate about education and her students. I was expecting then and Karen
shared so many heart-warming stories about her own children and family. We are
so saddened by her loss. Our heartfelt condolences to Karen's loving husband,
children, and grandchildren. Forest Trail Academy misses her so much!
Erin Sager - January 03 at 02:46 PM

I knew Karen as a teacher, mentor, and family. I wish I were able to have made it
to the memorial. I would have said a lot as I am sure many had a lot to say of her.
There's just so much to say. She was such a wonderful soul and is a special
edition up above. We love and miss you dear Karen but know you are always with
us in spirit!
Jessie Brown - December 25, 2021 at 08:24 AM

DM

I worked with Karen as an online instructor for Colorado Digital Learning
Solutions- she was a great online teacher. She will ne missed.
Dan Morris
Dam Morris - December 15, 2021 at 05:13 PM

BC

I met Karen when she was the Sunday school teacher in
2010. I immediately bonded with her, wonderful sense of
humor, kind and caring lady. No matter where I seen her,
she would always take time to visit with me. She will be
missed.

Betty Ann Crisswell - November 20, 2021 at 02:58 PM

Señora Barraza was a wonderful person and teacher. You
could easily see that she cared for her family, her friends,
her students, and her fellow teachers. She always had
amazing classes, and was a light in even the most difficult
situations.
Personally, she inspired me to be a better person, and she also played a major
role in convincing me to take four years of Spanish in high school. Also, I she is
one of the reasons I am where I am now, a Freshman at Colorado State
University studying to become a Mechanical Engineer. I miss her greatly, but I am
comforted in knowing that she is in a better place now.
"He peleado la buena batalla, he terminado la carrera, he guardado la fe. En el
futuro me está reservada la corona de justicia que el Señor, el Juez justo, me
entregará en aquel día; y no solo a mí, sino también a todos los que aman su
venida." 2 Timoteo 4:7-8
"We'll Be Together Again" - A Ragamuffin Band
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nRwGq9hFDI8
I pray for comfort for all of her family, and I praise God for everything he has done
through her and her life!
Hasta luego, Sra. Barraza. See you in glory!
Daniel Berning - November 17, 2021 at 03:48 AM

ND

NC Virtual French Department purchased the Blue & White
Sympathy Floor Basket for the family of Karen Ann GuddeBarraza.

NC Virtual French Department - November 15, 2021 at 12:39 PM

LR

Karen's light touched countless students and families. She will be greatly missed.
Laura Ruble - November 14, 2021 at 09:09 PM

CA

Carma lit a candle in memory of Karen Ann Gudde-Barraza

Carma - November 14, 2021 at 05:31 PM

CA

The Wilson family will forever be grateful and Blessed by Karen's influence on our
lives.
Carma - November 14, 2021 at 05:32 PM

MP

Marty & Virginia Powell lit a candle in memory of Karen Ann
Gudde-Barraza

Marty & Virginia Powell - November 14, 2021 at 12:59 PM

MA

We are so sad at the passing of Karen. Our prayers are with her family.
Marty - November 14, 2021 at 01:00 PM

AM

Angie Morris lit a candle in memory of Karen Ann GuddeBarraza

Angie Morris - November 12, 2021 at 08:05 PM

LS

Karen was such a light to all who knew her. I've known Karen through work for 16
years. She loved her students - all of them - and her family so, so much. She
talked about all of you often, and was always looking forward to her next trip! She
was inspiring in her teaching and her enthusiasm was contagious. We worked
virtually together in online education, and Karen was honestly one of the few
people I could count on to help out in a pinch. She was always ready and willing
to say yes to any task I needed help with. My deepest condolences.
Leanne Stapleton - November 12, 2021 at 02:12 PM

I worked with Karen in our online teacher setting. I am so sorry for your loss.
Hugs and prayers for the family. She was willing to help out in many situations.

Michelle Steinberg
Michelle Steinberg - November 12, 2021 at 10:25 AM

KW

Praying for strength for the family of Karen Ann GuddeBarraza!

Keshia Williams - November 12, 2021 at 10:11 AM

RB

I had the privilege to teach with Karen at three different online schools:
Middlebury, Accelerate, and Edgenuity. I admired your impeccable work ethic,
tenacity, and directness. We promised each other to trace our family tree to see if
we were related due to having the same last name… and joked about visiting
Durango one day. Mi querida Amiga…you’ll be truly missed.
Ruth Barraza - November 11, 2021 at 07:33 PM

She taught my kids spanish at EJHS. She was always
happy to see her students. She will be dearly missed.

Laurie Near-Shockley - November 11, 2021 at 06:42 PM

DC

I am so sorry for yout loss.
Drew Cardinale - November 11, 2021 at 05:06 PM

MG

Karen was assigned as my mentor at Wisconsin Virtual School and became my
dear friend. I was inspired by her energy and enthusiasm. She always had great
ideas to help students learn and appreciate language and culture. She always
talked about her husband, children and grandchildren. She was so proud of them
and loved them so much! She will be dearly missed by her colleagues at WVS.
Meg Graham - November 11, 2021 at 05:02 PM

Prayers bto the fsmily
Margie Reaves - November 11, 2021 at 03:05 PM

HJ

Hello Karen's family. I am a coworker of Karen's and had the privilege of
gathering student comments about their teachers each year. I wanted to share
what a couple of her students had to say about Karen. They knew she cared
about them! She was a wonderful teacher!! Her caring clearly shined through to
her students.
"Spanish II online is my first online class and Sra. Barraza has been
tremendously helpful. She has helped me understand deadlines and was very
patient with me when I fell behind. I wish there were more teachers like Sra.
Barraza!"
"She was immensely kind to me and was patient when I didn't understand
something. Her kindness and help really stood out to me. She's a phenomenal
teacher!"
"She is really helpful and I feel as if she really cares about my grades!"
Just wanted to share these and I hope they are comforting during this difficult
time.
-Heidi Jones
Heidi Jones - November 11, 2021 at 02:43 PM

JE

Hoping you can find moments of peace in the days ahead.

Jessica - November 11, 2021 at 01:53 PM

BW

Had the fortune of working with Karen directly for over a year. Karen was a lady
and an educator that did things the right way and with the best intent in mind for
the future of her students and her coworkers. Someone I do and will refer to with
great admiration.
Bart Wible
Bart Wible - November 11, 2021 at 01:24 PM

CG

Karen's influence as an educator reached beyond the confines of her communityshe impacted students across the country with her care and compassionate
approach to teaching. She will be missed by all who had the opportunity to cross
paths with her.
Carrie Gregersen - November 11, 2021 at 01:23 PM

NY

Karen was always a wonderful upbeat lady and one of the hardest workers I'd
ever met. Rest in peace my friend.
Nathaly Young - November 11, 2021 at 01:11 PM

KB

Thank you for your outstanding contribution to virtual education for students all
over the United States.
Kristy Browns
Kristy Browns - November 11, 2021 at 01:03 PM

LT

Such a wonderful lady and friend. She will be infinitely
miss. Vaya con Dios Senora

Lisa Tomlinson - November 11, 2021 at 11:16 AM

TJ

My heartbreaks for those you have left behind, but rejoices
that you are resting in the arms of Jesus. Hugs, love and
prayers to your family.

Tami Jackson - November 10, 2021 at 10:34 PM

BD

I will always remember, appreciate and have so much love
for you Señora. You have given me an invaluable
appreciation for the world, people of all cultures and
Spanish. You are part of the reason I have such a love for
Latin dance and have been able to spread joy and touch so
many with it. I loved our incredible trip to Spain, Italy,
France and Greece…the amazing sights, the incredible people and how much joy
you got from this. I remember you checking my belly when I had a heat rash and
taking care of us always. I still have my homemade perfume. I also remember
seeing you in Walmart with Javi after graduation and asked who he was. You said
he was an “amigo” and I said “de verdad solamente an amigo???” and then they
got married. 🥰 I wish I could have helped more when you reached out about
health and wellness years ago like I could now, but I’m so glad we kept in touch
over the years. You will always be in my heart and I will always have love and an
appreciation for you.
Love,
Brittany aka Violeta/Vio
Brittany T Dennis - November 10, 2021 at 06:24 PM

DF

Doris Forcum lit a candle in memory of Karen Ann GuddeBarraza

Doris Forcum - November 10, 2021 at 02:17 PM

ET

I will never forget our time in France and Spain. We got stuck together on the
train in France for 3 hours but you still made the best of a bad situation! You
stayed up with us during that 3 hours making sure we were all safe and
understood everything that was happening. I also gave you a mid heart attack
when we showed up late for dinner one night in Barcelona. You gave the best
hugs and cared for all of us as your own. Thank you for bringing such fun and
wonderful experiences to us and enriching our lives. You touched so many and
you will be missed immensely. My heartfelt condolences to you children and
family. ~ Elizabeth Thole aka Elise
Elizabeth Thole - November 10, 2021 at 11:53 AM

I will forever remember your contributions to the North Carolina Virtual Public
School and our travel together in Bogota, Colombia. Rest In Peace my friend.
Love, Ellen Hart
Ellen Hart - November 10, 2021 at 10:23 AM

DF

Dawn Hilton Family lit a candle in memory of Karen Ann
Gudde-Barraza

Dawn Hilton Family - November 10, 2021 at 08:55 AM



In Her Honor Pedestal Arrangement was purchased for the
family of Karen Ann Gudde-Barraza.

November 09, 2021 at 05:54 PM

