Ernestine Josephine Hawthorne
March 6, 1947 - February 22, 2021

Ernestine Josephine Hawthorne of Eureka, died on Monday, February 22, 2021, at
Ascension Via Christi St. Francis, in Wichita, at the age of 73.
She was born on March 6, 1947, in Phoenix, Arizona, the daughter of Ernest and Helen
(Montez) Ayala. She was raised in Gilroy, California and attended local schools. Growing
up, she spent a lot of time picking fruit for her father who owned a trucking company. She
worked in real estate, modeling, and eventually microelectronics, which then opened the
door to work for Boeing. At Boeing she utilized her experience and bilingual language
skills. She was later transferred to Seattle where she met Bruce. On March 20, 1991,
Ernestine was united in marriage to Bruce Edward Hawthorne in Las Vegas. They made
their home in Seattle and later Wichita. They later retired to Eureka.
With Boeing, she retired after a 40-year career as an inspector, encompassing processes
from circuitry of circuit cards, electronics, functional test, heat treat of metal, welding,
sheet metal assembly, and final airplane pre-flight inspections. She never passed up an
opportunity to learn new technology and processes to ensure her value to further her
career.
Ernestine was a member of the Catholic Church.
She is survived by her husband, Bruce of the home; two children: Jesse Gradillas of
Seattle, Washington; and Laurie Griffin of Augusta, Kansas; four grandchildren: Ahn-Alika
Wilsey, Jesse WhiteEagle Gradillas, Diego WhiteEagle Gradillas, and Joaquin WhiteEagle
Gradillas; three great-grandchildren: Ryan Wilsey, Angelito Wilsey, and KaLeiyah Wilsey;
and four siblings: Mary Neisner of Modesto, California; Ernie Ayala of Vallejo, California;
Cathy Reloba of Fresno, California; and Carol Brooks of Seattle, Washington. She was
preceded in death by her parents; and two siblings: Carmen Gradillas, and John Ayala.
Funeral mass will be held at 1:00 P.M., Saturday, February 27, 2021 at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church in Eureka with Fr. Dominic Potnuru officiating. Masks should be worn, and

social distancing observed. Interment will follow at Greenwood Cemetery. Rosary
recitation will be held at 6:15 P.M., Friday, February 26, 2021 at Koup Family Funeral
Home, Eureka.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that memorials be made to Sacred Heart Catholic
Church. Contributions may be sent in care of Koup Family Funeral Home, P.O. Box 595,
Eureka, KS 67045, which is overseeing arrangements. Condolences may be left for the
family online, at koupfunerals.com.
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Rosary Recitation

06:15PM - 06:40PM

Koup Family Funeral Home
121 North Oak Street, Eureka, KS, US, 67045

FEB
27

Funeral Mass 01:00PM - 02:00PM
Sacred Heart Catholic Church
514 N. Elm St., Eureka, KS, US, 67045

Comments

“

Bruce and family. I was so sorry to hear about Earnie's passing. I have missed you
and Ernie this year, the porch vigils of storms, and sharing with Ernie all the stories of
our grandchildren and her great-grandchildren. After 20 years of living next door to
someone, their family always feels like one of your own. Ken and I were just
devastated to hear about this today and so very sorry that we hadn't known earlier.

Linda Buchanan - April 14 at 03:07 PM

“

Bruce I’m so sorry for the loss of your wife. I did not have the pleasure of meeting her
but I’m sure she was exceptional. God bless you and your family Robin Jackson

Robin Jackson - March 01 at 06:31 PM

“

Bruce, I just saw this tribute to Ernie, and I know you introduced her to us one night
at Benny's in Eureka. I am so sorry for your loss. Our thoughts are with you at this
sad time. Bruce and I were in the same class at Eureka High School, class of 1972.
-Debbie Wiggins Herbold and Don Herbold

Debbie L Herbold - March 01 at 04:38 AM

“

Bruce and family, so sorry to hear of your loss. My prayers and thoughts are with you
during this very sad time. God Bless! Kathi (Burk) Wiggins

Kathi Wiggins - February 27 at 10:13 PM

“

Ernie was one of a kind. So loving and had such unconditional love for everyone.
She was inseparable from her husband, her children, her grandchildren and great
grandchildren and friends. She was honest, she was dependable, she was
compassionate, she was a hard worker, she was an inspiration and most importantly
she was true to God and herself. Her legacy will live on. She led by example. She
always tried to do the right thing and make the right decisions even when they were
sometimes extremely agonizing to make. May we all learn from that. She loved and
lived life to the fullest. I will miss my dear friend and her smiling face. The peace I
feel is that I’m absolutely positive that her smiling face is shining in the light of Jesus
with Him welcoming her home and announcing to her ‘Well done my good and
faithful servant.’ She’s now home. I love you my dear friend and I will miss you
terribly. And our talks! Our wonderful talks. Long and lengthy and fruitful. You
enriched my life. Praying that Gods peace comfort and blessings be on the entire
family. See you my friend...We shared a lot in common. Dee

Dee Ball - February 27 at 04:11 PM

“

Ernestine was such a beautiful person. I was blessed to meet her through my
husband, John, who was friends with Bruce. May God be with each of her family and
friends during this saddened time. Love, Hugs and Prayers....

Tami Jackson - February 25 at 10:51 PM

“

The Saldana Family purchased the Healing Tears - Lavender and White for the
family of Ernestine Josephine Hawthorne.

The Saldana Family - February 25 at 04:19 PM

“

The best most loving and helpful grandma anyone could ever ask for. The one who
always loved her kids grandkids great grandkids and gave them all everything they
wanted no matter the circumstances. We will always love and miss u and always
remember all the memories u left us. We know u will always be looking over us. Love
your granddaughter and your great grandkids

Ahn-Alika Wilsey - February 25 at 03:26 PM

“

She was always very kind! Sorry for your loss Bruce love you, your cousin
Debra(Farr) Nissen

Debra Nissen - February 25 at 12:06 PM

“

Peace, Prayers & Blessings - Blue and White was purchased for the family of
Ernestine Josephine Hawthorne.

February 25 at 11:00 AM

“

We are so sorry for your loss of such a special and beautiful lady. When I think of
Ernie, I think of 2 words - love and family. Hold each other close in her honor. We will
be praying for strength, wisdom and courage for the future.

Kathy Greenlief Poling - February 25 at 10:55 AM

“

Lavender & White Sympathy Standing Basket was purchased for the family of
Ernestine Josephine Hawthorne.

February 25 at 09:55 AM

“

Melissa Caro lit a candle in memory of Ernestine Josephine Hawthorne

Melissa Caro - February 25 at 09:34 AM

“

Teresa Escareno lit a candle in memory of Ernestine Josephine Hawthorne

Teresa Escareno - February 25 at 08:48 AM

“

Donald Stevens purchased the Lavender & White Sympathy Floor Basket for the
family of Ernestine Josephine Hawthorne.

Donald Stevens - February 25 at 07:48 AM

“

Sadness prevails in my thoughts and heart as I say goodbye to a dear friend and
former co-worker and mentor at Boeing. Ernie and I were close for many years
although lost communication in later years. She will always hold a special place in
my heart. My prayers go to her husband Bruce Hawthorne (the love of her life) and
her children Laurie Griffin and Jesus Gradillas. as well as her grandchildren and
great grandchildren. Rest peacefully with the angles my dearest Ernestine. Love you
beyond measure

Donald Stevens - February 25 at 01:57 AM

“

Gary, Sandee and Travis purchased the Multicolor Bright Sympathy Floor Basket for
the family of Ernestine Josephine Hawthorne.

Gary, Sandee and Travis - February 24 at 09:39 PM

“

Barbara Clopton lit a candle in memory of Ernestine Josephine Hawthorne

barbara clopton - February 24 at 06:43 PM

“

White Standing Spray was purchased for the family of Ernestine Josephine
Hawthorne.

February 24 at 05:40 PM

